[Lipoprotein (a). An additional marker of atherosclerosis].
Lipoprotein Lp(a) is a plasma lipoprotein which possesses many similarities to low density lipoprotein (LDL) in its physical and chemical properties. The major protein constituent of both lipoproteins is apolipoprotein B100 (apo B100); however, Lp(a) is unique in that it contains an additional distinct antigen, the (a)-antigen, attached to apo B100 by one or more disulphide bridges. The (a)-glycoprotein has recently been shown to have a striking amino-acid sequence homology with plasminogen; so, Lp(a) seems to be a potential bridge between the fields of atherosclerosis and thrombosis. Metabolic studies have made it clear that Lp(a) is not a product derived from other apo B-containing lipoproteins, but is secreted by the liver as a distinct mature lipoprotein. Although a relationship between elevated serum Lp(a) levels and the occurrence of atherosclerotic diseases had been postulated by several investigators, little is known today about the role of this lipoprotein and/or the mechanism whereby it might predispose to atheroma. However, the new knowledge on the structure of Lp(a) being more and more rapidly acquired, should facilitate the understanding of the mechanism of its atherogenicity and its physiopathological role.